
U.S. Highway 78 Pinhoti Bridge Project 2026: 
Securing Alabama’s Pinhoti Trail  in East Alabama as a  premier outdoor destination

How this project helps small towns
A critical gap in trail infrastructure currently prevents the Pinhoti Trail from being a greater asset for East 
Alabama’s economy. Hikers cannot safely cross the highway, cannot easily reach downtown Heflin, and most 
bypass the community entirely. 

This project closes that gap, transforming an unpleasant and unsafe road walk into a welcoming gateway that can 
connect hikers directly to downtown Heflin.

Investments on the Pinhoti Trail Open East Alabama to New Visitors
The U.S. 78 Bridge project is located along the approach to gateway town Heflin, Alabama. This gateway also 
leads to the newly restored Cheaha State Park lodge. 

Cheaha State Park’s $25 million upgrade is driving a major boom in outdoor recreation. By linking the Pinhoti 
Trail more closely to Heflin via a new pedestrian bridge, we can help to capture this growth. The new trail corridor 
opens the Pinhoti to families, older adults, and people with limited mobility who would never have attempted 
the current road walk. Your support will elevate Heflin and Oxford into premier destinations, showcasing East 
Alabama as a leader in outdoor recreation and community accessibility.

Why the Pinhoti?
The Pinhoti Trail is Alabama’s longest footpath, and it is within 1.5 hours drive of 9 million people. Proximity 
to Atlanta, Chattanooga, and Birmingham means potential visitors to east Alabama who are searching for an 
outdoor experience.

Project Budget: $1.26 million
$1.11 million raised to date from a combination of public funds,  

corporate foundations, and private donors.

Remaining Project Need: $150,000

alabamatrailsfoundation.org/give


