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What'’s the Current Need?

Funding for the US 78 Bridge Project. This project will improve access
and recognition of the Pinhoti Trail.

Located just outside Heflin, near the I-20 corridor, the US 78 Bridge Project will transform

a missing portion of the trail into a destination that invites everyone to enjoy the beauty of
Alabama’s southern Appalachians. It will help elevate the connection between the Pinhoti
and the City of Heflin as a gateway community, while strengthening connections regionwide.



Project Budget

$1.26 million

$1.09 million raised to date
from a combination
of public funds,
corporate foundations, and
private donors.

Remaining Project Need:

$170,000
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CASESTUDY

$3.5 million invested by
public-private partners
over six years at
Flagg Mountain in Coosa
County, the southern start
to the Pinhoti Trail, has
created an increase of 400%
invisitation, leadingto
an annual economicimpact
of $ 1 million.
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Innovate Alabama, a secured funder of
this project, explicitly positions outdoor
recreation as a pillar of Alabama’s talent
strategy. Their SEEK AL campaign is

built around outdoor life as a reason to
choose Alabama, with trails in the state’s
668,000 acres of national forest land as a
central draw. That pitch only works if the
infrastructure is real.
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Investments on the Pinhoti Tralil

Open East Alabama to New Visitors

. The U.S. 78 Bridge project is located along the
approach to gateway town Heflin, Alabama.
This gateway also leads to the newly restored
Cheaha State Park lodge.

. The State Park’s $25 million investment is
another transformational commitment to
this area’s outdoor recreation economy. The
Pinhoti Trail transects Cheaha State Park,
allowing better connections. The proposed
pedestrian bridge will position Heflin to
capture a share of the growth by offering a

safe, welcoming day hiking experience.

. The new trail corridor opens the Pinhoti to
families, older adults, and people with limited
mobility who would never have attempted the

current road walk.







This Legacy Project is one of ten Pinhoti sites designated as touchstones
for viable outdoor recreation. It provides a more sustainable
environmental footprint, improves safety, and increases use by families,
students, and long-distance hikers. Through improved outdoor
experiences, quality design, and accessible amenities, the project
supports both environmental outcomes and economic vitality.

This project establishes a safe and permanent connection, taking

the trail off the roadway and into the woods. The construction of the
pedestrian bridge eliminates an unsafe and uninviting portion of the
trail. Between these resources is the USDA Forest Service Shoal Creek
Office that provides safe access points, a welcoming environment, and
the opportunity for more users to access the Pinhoti Trail.

The design of the pedestrian bridge crossing Highway 78 will serve as a
gateway for the Pinhoti Trail and east Alabama to market the trail and
elevate Heflin and Oxford as examples of outdoor recreation and access.




Making an investment in a new path for Alabama

Alabama Trails Foundation Board of Directors  Norfolk Southern

Bruce & Emilie Reid Family Foundation Protective Foundation

Coca Cola United Regions Bank

Daniel Foundation Robert. H. Sprain, Jr.

EBSCO The Caring Foundation

Eyes on the World Mapping (Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama)
Innovate Alabama The Power of Good Foundation

Mike & Gillian Goodrich Foundation (Alabama Power Company)

Nielson Family Fund The State of Alabama
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The Alabama Trails Foundation works to enrich investments made along trails by
building a long-term base of support with local leaders and the larger community.

Building this base is critical to the success of the trail and of the communities it
connects with.

Our volunteer board powers our organization with strong financial constraints,
targeted project execution, and a focus on sustainable projects with realistic
deliverables. We partner with other non-profits, state and federal agencies and
local governments to turn significant destination trails into premier recreation
resources and economic engines for our state.

From Alabama’s longest footpath to the rails-to-trails corridors and our waterways,
our goal is to weave the fabric of trails into the future of Alabama, from the most
rural landscape to the most urban.



- L] ; i
5
[ |
= u
iy &
-‘h- .
lk

4
T
e
<
'.L.,trr.rg}"h#ih !

v i
Ll
¢

i

: [
‘b'..r = -
= |

- e L
= Y

~
\
b

kb e
LY

] -
-2 | * T
5 = |_'I'I| = -y

-, ! : -,
=

Officers

Paul DeMarco, President

Rob Fowler, First Vice President
Wendy Jackson, Second Vice President
Maggie Cunningham, Secretary

Ann Haas, Treasurer

David Perry, Past President
(2023-2024 president)
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Board Members

Caroline McDonald Aderholt
Katherine Avants

Tom Carruthers

Maye Head

Taylor Pursell

Dr. William A. Sims

Terry Smiley

Graham Smith
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Howto G

Make your check payable to Alabama Trails

ion or use the form below.

Foundat

ing Levels

ip Giv

Suggested Leadersh

10N

Alabama Trails Foundati

it Check to

Subm

$ 5,000
000

ibutor

Contr

)

$10

Supporter

c¢/o Ann Damon Haas
968 Linwood Road

$20,000
$50

Enthusiast

,AL35222

Birmingham

000

)

Partner
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